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Dear Friends and Supporters, 
As you may have noticed, our newsletter got a makeover this month!  We're a little new to 
sending out newsletters, so we're still figuring things out.  We are about halfway through our 
summer camps, having completed Junior Week 1, Camp Meeting (family camp), and Teen 
Week 1, and are wrapping up Teen Week 2.  We have 2 more junior camps left to go this 
summer, before the fall schedule begins.   
 
Pastor Ben Shumate from Temple Baptist Church in Great Falls, Montana, was the speaker for 
Junior Week 1, and the Lord blessed with 3 campers making professions of faith, and several 
others spoke with their counselors about assurance of their salvation.  Taylee and Sierra got to 
attend camp as junior campers for the first time during that week, and they thoroughly enjoyed 
it!   
 
Camp Meeting, our family camp, ran from July 3rd through the 6th, with about 200 people 
attending.  The campgrounds were full of camper trailers and tents, and all available cabins 
were booked.  Red Cliff Bible Camp celebrated its 45th anniversary over that week, and we 
enjoyed hearing testimonies from people who have been impacted by the ministry of Red Cliff, 
from those still in their teens to those who have been pastoring churches for 40+years.  Many 
times, decisions that young people make at a camp tend to be viewed as emotional and 
temporary, yet we heard testimonies from pastors and committed Christians who pointed back 
to a time when they made a decision at camp that changed the course of their life, from 
surrendering their lives to follow Christ, to obeying the call to preach.  It was incredibly 
encouraging to us as we begin our ministry at camp.  We know that not every decision made will 
be life changing, but some of these campers will be used by God in ways we cannot even 
imagine, and we have the privilege of having just a small part in that.   
 
Teen Week 1 started off full of challenges, from struggles among some of the summer staff, the 
overall exhaustion of getting to the halfway point of the summer, and a summer cold that is 
making it's way through the ranks of both the summer and resident staff.  And then the teens 
arrived!  Our speaker for the week was Pastor Ron Perry from Faith Baptist Church in Folsom, 
California, and the Lord allowed him to connect with many of the teens on a personal level 
throughout the week, as well as during the preaching times.  Many of the teens made decisions 
to deal with anger issues, worry, and bitterness, and several teens decided that they want to 
make their faith public through baptism in their local churches. Please pray with us that they will 
have the courage to follow through on the decisions they have made this summer, and that they 
will continue to grow in their faith throughout the year. 
 
I need to mention, for those of you who are unaware, summer camp at Red Cliff has some 
unique challenges.  The Lodge building burned to the ground in February 2017, and the camp is 
in the process of rebuilding.  If you want the full story of the fire and the rebuilding process, go 
to redcliffcamp.org and click on the Opportunities tab.  You can also follow Red Cliff Bible Camp 
on Facebook for updates and pictures of the rebuilding.  The original Lodge housed the kitchen, 
dining room, bath house, coffee shop, snack shop, and camp offices, so the complete loss of 



the building was devastating.  However, through God's provision, the camp has continued to 
function with temporary facilities, using porta-potties, a variety of outfitter type tents, and even 
an enclosed "shower trailer" which has 6 shower and changing stalls built into it (complete with 
hot water heaters and power).  The camp has to employ great creativity in using the buildings 
they still have for multiple purposes.  (The girls' cabins do have showers, toilets, and sinks, and 
the camp just recently got the ok to have bathrooms installed in the boys' cabins as well.)  God 
has blessed the camp by laying it on the hearts of many churches and individuals to volunteer 
both time and money to continue rebuilding the lodge, so while we are running a "normal" week 
of camp, there are also many volunteers who are working on the lodge.  Please pray that the 
work on the Lodge would continue to move along as quickly as possible.  The camp is 
completely snowed in during the winter months, halting any work on the building until the dirt 
roads can be plowed and dry out enough to drive heavy equipment on.  The goal for this year is 
to have the building completely closed in before the snow shuts the work down, and right now 
the current work crew is building the 2nd story walls.  It seems promising, but snowfall in 
September isn't unusual here, and once enough snow accumulates that the road is accessible 
only by snowmobile, it will probably be mid-May before it's cleared. 
 
Please continue to pray for our family as well.  We are past the halfway point of the summer, 
and  we're just plain tired!  Since each week brings a different camp, there is no settling into a 
routine, and every week has brought new challenges for us both as we work at camp and as we 
try to balance family life.  The girls are doing well, although the older girls have begun to test the 
limits.  They are definitely feeling comfortable enough to see what they can get away with and 
whether or not the same rules apply at camp as they did at home!  Living as a family literally in 
the middle of the camp, in a travel trailer, leaves very little privacy and adds some extra stress 
to feeling constantly under scrutiny.  We definitely don't have it all together, and while no one 
really expects us to be perfect, we still feel the pressure to not be a distraction to the campers 
and staff as we deal with family issues.  Please pray for our physical health, as well.  The stress 
of packing up our lives and moving, combined with jumping right into a physically demanding job 
takes a toll, as well as the total change in climate, altitude, diet, even the change in the minerals 
in the water we drink.  
 
We are still praying about housing for the fall.  We are currently living at the camp in a donated 
20 ft travel trailer (plus or minus a few feet, I didn't measure), but it is very cramped, and the 
trailer will not be sufficient to weather the Wyoming winter.  We did look at a 3 bedroom 
apartment in Pinedale last week, but at $950 a month plus utilities, it's not an affordable option 
at the moment!  Please pray that God will give us wisdom and provide the financial support we 
need to be able to find a place to live, whether we rent or buy.   
 
On the topic of housing, the camp would like to build staff housing for us for next summer, 
allowing us a little more privacy and room to better function as a family.  However, the camp 
lacks the funds to accomplish that right now.  Please pray with us that God would provide 
housing for us at camp next summer, and that we would be content with what He provides! 
 
As the summer is winding down, we're beginning preparations for another school year.  There is 
no Christian school in Pinedale, and we've decided against sending the girls to public school, so 
we will continue with homeschooling for this coming school year.  However, with greatly reduced 
income and moving to a different state, there are a few challenges we need to work 
through.  The laws for homeschooling vary from state to state, and they can be ambiguous and 
confusing in their terminology.  Please pray that I will be able to make sure that the correct 
paperwork is filed with the right offices so that we can meet the requirements for homeschooling 



this year.  Also, please pray that God will provide the $450 we need to buy the textbooks and 
materials.   
 
Also, earlier this year, I took Elayna to an orthodontist in North Carolina, as per the suggestion 
of our regular dentist.  He was concerned about her cross-bite, which while it is not severe, it is 
obvious enough that her lower jaw appears to be crooked.  The orthodontist recommended that 
we have her fitted for an appliance to widen her upper palate, and that we have that done 
sometime this year.  They were unable to schedule an appointment for her before we moved to 
Wyoming, so we need to find an orthodontist out here who will be able to begin treatment for 
her.  The treatment would take about 9 months and would cost around $1500, if we had been 
able to do it in NC.  Please pray that we would find a good orthodontist with reasonable prices 
here, and that God would supply the needed funds to fix the issues with her teeth/jaw.   
 
I know we have shared many "big" prayer requests with you in this newsletter, and we are so 
grateful for your prayers on our behalf.  We are faced every day with things that we can't do in 
our own strength, and it is giving us a bigger and better picture of how great our God is.  We 
know that He will supply our needs in His timing, but sometimes it's hard to understand how He 
will accomplish it.  So pray for our faith, that He would continue to strengthen and grow it.  We 
look forward to sharing the answers to our prayer requests with you! 
 
 

Serving in Wyoming, 
Keith, Stacy, Taylee,  

Sierra, Elayna, Savannah, 
and Vanessa Holt 

 
 
If God is leading you to support us on a monthly basis or with a one time gift as we minister at Red Cliff Bible Camp, you can donate directly 
to the camp by mailing a check to Red Cliff Bible Camp, PO Box 846, Pinedale, WY 82941. You can designate it "For Holt's Support", and 
the camp will make sure it gets to us.  (It is tax deductible!)  We are hoping to have a PayPal account set up soon through redcliffcamp.org, 
as well, so please pray that will happen quickly. 
 
 

 
 
 --  
Keith Holt 
Program Director 
Red Cliff Bible Camp 
II Chronicles 16:9a 
 


